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AUSTRALIAN EARLY DEVELOPMENT INDEX 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [12.07 pm]: On 13 May, I opened the 
Western Australian forum Australian Early Development Index: Building Better Communities for Children. In 
Western Australia, the collection of the AEDI data has been led by the Department of Education. The 
Department of Education’s Office of Early Childhood Development and Learning, which was established early 
in 2009, worked collaboratively with other agencies to organise the forum. I was very pleased to see that 
attending the forum were a wide range of stakeholders with an interest in early childhood development and 
learning: government officers, peak non-government organisations and local government, as well as policy 
officers, principals, teachers and community development officers from the education, health, communities and 
childcare sectors. 

The AEDI data is collected by preprimary teachers, who complete a survey form for each child in their class. 
They use their knowledge of the child, the child’s family and the community in which they live to complete the 
survey, which provides a profile across five developmental domains on the wellbeing of the child: physical 
health and wellbeing; social competence; emotional maturity; school-based language and cognitive skills; and 
communication skills and general knowledge. 

In Western Australia, 99.8 per cent of all schools and 1 466 teachers provided the data on 27 000 preprimary 
children. Schools and preprimary teachers are to be congratulated on this. If it were not for the role that teachers 
have played in collecting the data, parents, communities and other children’s services professionals, across a 
wide range of disciplines, would not have the AEDI data they now have on children in their community. The 
data shows that most children in Western Australia are doing well. However, as in other states, our challenge is 
that around 25 per cent of children are delayed in one or more domains of development. 

The data is not the only benefit that we are seeking from the AEDI. The real value is that it brings communities 
together, working to improve the environment in which their children grow up. Many communities, including 
their schools, are now using the AEDI in the design of early childhood programs and strategies to enhance 
children’s development. Highlights of the forum included presentations from the AEDI pilot communities in 
Mirrabooka, the Pilbara, and the remote community of Parnngurr, sharing their experiences of the AEDI. I was 
impressed with how closely schools are working with their communities to positively influence and support the 
parents of young children. The AEDI reminds us of how very important schools are in improving the 
developmental status of our children. They are located in every community; they know the community and the 
families. In the vast majority of cases, they have a positive relationship with parents, children and other 
professionals. They provide knowledge and access to many other professionals.  

Governments do not raise children; parents do, but governments have to provide leadership and support to 
parents and communities. The Office of Early Childhood Development and Learning has begun to collate data, 
including the data provided by the AEDI, to provide an evidence base for monitoring the needs of our children. 
The government recognises the importance of learning and development for our young children.  
 


